
National Honey Show Success 

 

Welcome to the December edition 

of your County Newsletter.  With 

the Festive Season just days away 

beekeeping may be the last thing 

on your mind.  However, with the 

continuing mild weather the bees 

are still being seen flying from the 

hive almost daily. 

 It’s been a funny old year for bee-

keeping and as I keep hearing that we should never expect two years to 

be the same let’s hope 2012 brings strong, healthy colonies, full supers 

and long-lived prolific (well, not too prolific) queens!  

As we look forward to the next beekeeping season may I wish all read-

ers a Very Happy Christmas. 

Graham Elliott 
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Members appear to be very reluctant to share their success!  It was only 

when scrolling through the awards from the NHS that I came across a 

couple of names I recognised! 

Guy Wheatley, Chairman of Worthing Division was awarded a prize in 

a Sussex class.   

David Staples, also from Worthing was awarded both the Berry Cup & 

the Crawley Cup, and prizes for his honey and mead.. 

Well done, Guy and David.  It is no mean feat to achieve success at 

such a prestigious event with very strong competition from across the 

UK. 

If there were other prize winners, please let me know so that we can 

share your success in subsequent editions. 
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News Release - Catherine Bearder MEP - South East England 

 

The owner of a recently purchased estate in Rusper is seeking a beekeeper interested in keeping bees on 

the property. 

 

The estate is 300 acres in size with currently 100 acres of arable land.  This is being reduced to around 

30 acres with the remaining 70 acres being put down to pasture, pollen banks and bird seed mixes. 

 

Anyone interested should contact me in the first instance - grahammt@tiscali.co.uk or phone me on 

01403 752493 and I will put you in contact with the estate owner’s representative. 

 

Mark Grad studying Product Design at the University of Brighton is researching the design of the  

beehive.  If you can help with his survey please spend a few minutes visiting the following website:-   

www.surveymonkey.com/s/7N5TFMY .   

Mark can also be contacted on .gradosielski1@uni.brighton.ac.uk  

Out-apiary site available 

Can you help research at the University of Brighton? 
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Honeybee Health in  EU Spotlight - A bid to protect up to 50,000 beehives across South 
East England has been backed by Catherine Bearder MEP. 
 

The European Parliament voted on a report in Strasbourg outlining measures to protect bees following 

an increase in the species’ mortality rate.  It highlighted 84 per cent of plant species and 76 per cent of 

food production in Europe are dependent on pollination by bees. 

 

Catherine said: ‘Beekeeping may seem like a problem for rural communities to worry about, but it is 

vital in maintaining a stable eco system for all of us.  As I said last year when I raised the issue, Europe 

must address the problem of bee deaths. Quite literally, life on earth depends on it.’ 

 

The report has urged the European Commission to invest more money into disease prevention and how 

pesticides take a toll on the bee community. 

 

Catherine added, ’Our agriculture and biodiversity depends on saving the bee. We need coordinated ac-

tion across Europe in research and veterinary treatment, as well as recruitment and training for young 

beekeepers.’ 

 

The British Beekeepers’ Association has estimated there are between 40,000 and 50,000 beehives in 

South East England. 

 

Tim Hobden - Communications Officer - info@bearder.eu   

Office of Catherine Bearder MEP  



Annual Convention - Saturday 25th February at the Lodge Hill Centre,  

Pulborough. 

Final touches are being put to the arrangements for the 2012 WSBKA Convention.  Full details and 

booking forms will be published with the January newsletter, but put the date in your diary so as to 

be sure not to miss it. 

 

The main speakers in 2012 will be Dinah Sweet, who is President of the Welsh Beekeepers, Ivor Davis, 

former President of the BBKA, and Margaret Couvillon, Postdoctoral Researcher, Laboratory of Api-

culture and Social Insects at Sussex University.  Margaret will probably be returning to the USA this 

year, so it will probably be our last chance to hear about her fascinating work. 

 

Dinah Sweet and Ivor Davis will both be presenting a seminar as well as their main lectures, and as 

usual there will be six different seminars to choose from. 

 
Continues 

Around the Divisions 

Important Dates for your 2012 Diary 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 

plan to attend. 

 

Chichester Division 

Meeting at the Boxgrove Village Hall, The Street, Boxgrove at 7:30pm. 

Tuesday 6th December - ‘How Good is my Honey?’ and Christmas Social. 

Further details from Nigel Dedman njk.dedman@btinternet.com or the Division’s website 

www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 

 

Wisborough Green Division 

Meeting at the Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Spy Lane,  

Loxwood at 7:30pm. 

Thursday 8th December - ‘Mead Making and Show-

ing’ - Roger Patterson & Derek Ready 

Further details from John Glover glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

For details of the Division’s December events contact:- 

Phil Carter philange5180@btinternet.com  or visit the website www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

“Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the activities with readers of the activities with readers of the activities with readers of the 

County News”County News”County News”County News”    



Change of date for the Annual Bee Market & Auction 

The Auction at the Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough will now take place on  

Saturday 14th April 2012 

 

More from Moore - On Active Bees, and Mice 

 

What a month November has been!  We had a few slight frosts in October, then none 

for a month or more, and the bees have been extraordinarily active.  Seeing pollen 

coming into the hives I wonder where it is coming from, as our main apiary is some 

way from gardens and there seems to be very little in flower in the countryside.  The 

bees obviously have a better idea of what there is than I do, but I am concerned that 

being so active they will be using a lot more of their winter stores than they would if 

clustered in colder weather, consuming honey not only for their flying activity but possibly also in rais-

ing more brood than normal. 

 

I know others are concerned about this and some people are considering putting fondant onto their 

hives ‘just in case’.  We have taken a slightly different approach in our apiary, deciding to monitor the 

hive weights carefully and only act later in the winter if the weights decline to a dangerous point.  That 

way we will put fondant on fresh when (if) needed, but not if the reserves of normal stores are ade-

quate. I am sure all beekeepers reading this know of the importance of checking hive weights by 

‘hefting’, that is, lifting the sides or the back of the hive to assess the weight and hence the remaining 

stores.  We actually lift the back of ours using a spring-balance which reads out a weight in digital 

form.  This is not the hive weight, but we now have records of hive weights for three years, a total of 

around fifty hives, and we know what weights are safe, and what is borderline, for our hives.  This al-

lows us to be quite precise about the need, or not, for extra feeding. 

  

If you are worried and don’t have fondant (which you can of course obtain from Paynes and other sup-

pliers), another way of adding emergency feed is to take a bag of granulated sugar, cut a small hole in 

it, immerse in water for five seconds, then turn it upside down onto the crown board over the feed 

hole.  The wetting holds the sugar in around the hole (so it doesn't pour out into the hive) and the bees 

can access it if needed (though of course they need to use some moisture to do so). 

 

Now to mice. Looking for a cosy place to hibernate for winter, a beehive can be an attractive proposi-

tion to a mouse.  With skulls that can squeeze through a slot measuring three eighths of an inch high, 

but not a hole of that diameter, many people use metal mouse-guards in winter to keep mice out.   

 

Continues 

VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 9 Page 4 

Continued 

 

This year for the first time, a simple lunch will be included, so there will be a better chance to socialize 

with fellow beekeepers, and no longer the need to bring your own sandwiches. 

 

Details will shortly be on the website, and will be sent out with the booking forms attached to the Janu-

ary newsletter. 
 

Christine Stevens 



Continued 

 

This is important if your entrance is big enough for mice to get into the hives.  We use floors that all 

have entrance blocks with the height of the entry exactly five sixteenths of an inch.  This is just too 

small for a mouse, so we don’t use mouse guards. 

 

The hives themselves are not the only places mice may 

seek out.  We have our dry supers stored in a wooden 

shed, and being aware that they could be at risk, we 

stand each stack in an up-turned roof, and normally put 

a crown-board, with feed holes covered, on the top.  Un-

fortunately last winter this top protection didn’t prove 

adequate.  On one stack mice pushed the blocks aside 

and got into the supers.  By the time we discovered this 

they had done a lot of damage to the combs, and built a 

substantial nest of leaves in the middle.  The picture 

here shows what we found.  We lost several supers of 

combs, not only due to the physical damage but because 

of tainting with mouse urine. 

 

To avoid a repeat of this, we are now using metal travel tops on the stacks of supers. We hope that the 

ventilation will be good for them, but that they will be truly mouse-proof.  I also have several mouse 

traps set in the shed (baited with nuts), which proved very effective in catching three plump creatures 

late last winter after we discovered the damage.  The moral of this is, beware, prepare, protect! 

 

Tom 

We’re on the web: 

www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you would like to contribute to future newsletters please 

send articles and photographs to: 

Graham Elliott, Hon. Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER 
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And for those of you with a Smartphone scan the website’s QR Code 
. 


